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Course Overview 
Course Title History of Rock and Roll 

Course and Section Number MUS-125-ONL 

Number of Credits 3 Semester Credits 

Term 

Course/Section Dates 

Meeting Time 

21/SUMM 

05/24/2021 – 07/24/2021 

Class meets online via Canvas 

Instructor Lance Nielsen 

Doane Email Address lance.nielsen@doane.edu 

Textbook Information: 

(e.g. title, edition, 

publisher, ISBN) 

Title: History of Rock & Roll, 6th Edition 

Author: Thomas E. Larson 

 ISBN-13: 9781524998738 
 ISBN-10: 1524998737 

 

Link to Doane Bookstore: 

https://www.bkstr.com/doaneuniversitystore/shop/textbooks-

and-course-materials 

Additional Course Materials There is a code that comes with a new book to activate the 

listening examples within the chapters. However, if you 

purchase a used version, you can still find most of the listening 

examples on YouTube. 

 

Extra readings and resources will be provided via Canvas or 

available to online students through the Doane University 

Library 

https://www.bkstr.com/doaneuniversitystore/shop/textbooks-and-course-materials
https://www.bkstr.com/doaneuniversitystore/shop/textbooks-and-course-materials
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Course Description Rock and Roll is the music of youth, rebellion, and of the 

common spirit that ties all that together. Rock and Roll music 

tells the story of the human spirit involving controversy, tragedy, 

self-indulgence, love, sex, peace, and tranquility. This class will 

trace the history of Rock and Roll music from its rise as a 

blending of White and African-American music traditions amidst 

the youth oriented culture of post-World War II America to its 

subsequent diversification and internationalization. This history 

will be viewed in the context of the political, historical, 

economical, demographical, cultural and technological forces at 

work in the modern and post-modern world. Students who 

successfully complete this course will be able to 1) demonstrate 

an awareness of the major factors involved in the development 

of Rock and Roll from its roots to the present;  2) develop an 

aural awareness of the changing sounds of Rock and Roll over 

time;  3) classify the subject of a pop song into cultural/social 

categories such as environment, peace/antiwar, sports, social 

upheaval, justice/injustice, civil rights, economics, gender roles 

in society, romantic love, sex, alienation, introspection, counter 

culture, etc.; and 4) demonstrate the art of song writing using 

music technology.  

Foundational Area of 

Knowledge 

Human Creativity 
 
Students will understand the complex layers of the creative 
process, its reflection of human society, and its power to 
impact. Students will work to 

 critically analyze and interpret artistic and/or aesthetic 
expression 

 develop skills in creative expression through 
creative work 

 use their insights to articulate the role of creativity in the 
examination of the human condition 

 

Course Learning 

Outcomes/Objectives 

1. Formulate an awareness of the major factors involved in the 

development of Rock and Roll from its roots to the present.  

2. Respond to an aural awareness of the changing sounds of 

Rock and Roll over time.  

3. Classify the subject of a pop song into cultural/social 

categories such as environment, peace/antiwar, sports, social 

upheaval, justice/injustice, civil rights, economics, gender roles 

in society, romantic love, sex, alienation, introspection, counter 

culture, etc. 
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Technology Requirements http://www.doane.edu/about-doane/offices/its/help-and-
support#min_requirements 

Syllabus Addendum www.doane.edu/syllabus includes information regarding: 

 Academic Support 

 Military Friendliness & Services 

 Study Time 

 Credit Hour Definition 

 Catalog and Policies 

 

http://www.doane.edu/about-doane/offices/its/help-and-support#min_requirements
http://www.doane.edu/about-doane/offices/its/help-and-support#min_requirements
http://www.doane.edu/syllabus

